
POLI 1065 

Political Worlds: Global Dimensions 

Winter 2017 
 

Course Information  

Co-Instructors: Michelle Legassicke & Elikem Tsamenyi 

Class Hours and Location: Lectures are 1.5 hours twice a week on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 

11:35-12:55 held in C300 212. 

Office Hours: By appointment in Room HH 351 in the Political Science department in the Henry 

Hicks Building. 

 

Course Description and Goals 

POLI 1065, which builds on Political Science 1060, introduces you to key approaches, actors, and 

issues in the study of global politics. After discussing the role of theory and history in 

understanding contemporary global politics, we will consider the role of national governments, 

international and regional organizations (like the United Nations, the European Union, or the 

African Union), Non-governmental organizations (like the Red Cross or Greenpeace), 

Multinational Corporations, and Private Actors. It then looks at the Politics of Global Security and 

Human Rights, and the Politics of Global welfare (including trade, poverty alleviation, and 

environmental stress). This course will expose you to the major debates, problems, and actors 

affecting global politics today. Not only will we be looking at how international relations can help 

mitigate the problems that emerge in global politics, but we will also be looking at the roles that a 

multitude of actors play in these events. 

 

The objective is to increase your global political ‘literacy', to better understand contemporary 

global challenges and to prepare you for further study of international relations and comparative 

politics. By the end of this course, students will have developed skills in critical thinking, 

particularly in being able to evaluate assumptions in information presented on topics of global 

politics, weight the evidence, and come to their own conclusions. Students will also develop strong 

research and analytical writing capabilities through class assignments. 

 

Textbook and Required Readings 

The required textbook for this course is Introduction to Global Politics 4th Edition by Lamy, 

Masker, Baylis, Smith, and Owens, and is available from the Dalhousie bookstore.  

 

Readings are assigned weekly, and it is expected students complete the readings before Tuesday 

class for that week. Any additional readings that are not from the textbook will be provided to 

students via the course brightspace site. 

 

It is also suggested that students obtain a guide to writing academic papers. For this course, we 

suggest: Research and Writing Guide for Political Science by Kristen Williams. This book is also 

available from the Dalhousie bookstore. 

 

Submission of Assignments 



All assignments must be summited both to the safe assign box on the course brightspace page, as 

well as in hard copy form to the professors. All written assignments are due in class in hard copy 

form to the instructors on the due date assigned.  

 

Late Penalties and Extensions 

All assignments submitted after the deadline indicated in the syllabus will be penalized 5% per 

day (excluding weekends). Extensions are given only to students with a documented illness or 

emergency. Please contact the Instructors before or no more than 24hrs after the assignment 

due date. Circumstances that will not be granted extensions include travel, workload, and 

computer issues (so please: always back up your work!). If you have any problems in submitting 

your assignment, please talk to your professors as individual circumstances can be taken into 

consideration. 

 

Reference Style 

All assignments must use proper citations; however, use the style that is most comfortable for you. 

Style guides are available on the Dal Library website: http://libraries.dal.ca/help/style-guides.html. 

Please ensure that whichever style you choose, you are using it consistently throughout the 

assignment. 

 

Missed Lectures 

If a student misses a lecture or any part of the course due to an unjustified absence, it is your 

responsibility to catch up on what you missed. For justified absences, please contact the instructors 

to get caught up on the material/assignments you missed. 

 

Accommodation  

Students may request accommodation as a result of barriers experienced related to disability, 

who require academic accommodation for either classroom participation or the writing of tests 

and exams should make their request to the Advising and Access Services Center (AASC) 

prior to or at the outset of the regular academic year. Please visit www.dal.ca/access for more 

information and to obtain the Request for Accommodation form. 

A note taker may be required as part of a student’s accommodation. There is an honorarium of 

$75/course/term (with some exceptions). If you are interested, please contact AASC at 902-

494-2836 for more information or send an email to notetaking@dal.ca 

Please note that your classroom may contain specialized accessible furniture and equipment. It 

is important that these items remain in the classroom, untouched, so that students who require 

their usage will be able to fully participate in the class. 

 

Academic Integrity  

At Dalhousie University, we are guided in all of our work by the values of academic integrity: 

honesty, trust, fairness, responsibility and respect (The Center for Academic Integrity, Duke 

University, 1999). As a student, you are required to demonstrate these values in all of the work 

you do. The University provides policies and procedures that every member of the university 

community is required to follow to ensure academic integrity. 

 

What does academic integrity mean? 

http://libraries.dal.ca/help/style-guides.html
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At university we advance knowledge by building on the work of other people. Academic 

integrity means that we are honest and accurate in creating and communicating all academic 

products. Acknowledgement of other people’s work must be done in a way that does not leave 

the reader in any doubt as to whose work it is. Academic integrity means trustworthy conduct 

such as not cheating on examinations and not misrepresenting information. It is the student’s 

responsibility to seek assistance to ensure that these standards are met. 

 

How can you achieve academic integrity? 
We must all work together to prevent academic dishonesty because it is unfair to honest 

students. The following are some ways that you can achieve academic integrity; some may not 

be applicable in all circumstances. 

• Make sure you understand Dalhousie’s policies on academic integrity 

(http://academicintegrity.dal.ca/Policies/) 

• Do not cheat in examinations or write an exam or test for someone else 

• Do not falsify data or lab results  

• Be sure not to plagiarize, intentionally or unintentionally, for example… 

• Clearly indicate the sources used in your written or oral work. This includes computer codes/ 

programs, artistic or architectural works, scientific projects, performances, web page designs, 

graphical representations, diagrams, videos, and images 

• Do not use the work of another from the Internet or any other source and submit it as your 

own 

• When you use the ideas of other people (paraphrasing), make sure to acknowledge the source 

• Do not submit work that has been completed through collaboration or previously submitted 

for another assignment without permission from your instructor (These examples should be 

considered only as a guide and not an exhaustive list.) 

 

Where can you turn for help? 
If you are ever unsure about any aspect of your academic work, contact me (or the TA): 

• Academic Integrity website http://academicintegrity.dal.ca/ 

Links to policies, definitions, online tutorials, tips on citing and paraphrasing 

• Writing Centre 

(http://www.dal.ca/campus_life/student_services/academic-support/writing-and-study-

skills.html)  

Assistance with learning to write academic documents, reviewing papers for discipline-

specific writing standards, organization, argument, transititions, writing styles and citations 

• Dalhousie Libraries Workshops (http://libraries.dal.ca/) 

Online tutorials, citation guides, Assignment Calculator, RefWorks 

• Dalhousie Student Advocacy Service (http://studentservices.dal.ca/services/advocacy.html) 

Assists students with academic appeals and student discipline procedures. 

• Senate Office (http://senate.dal.ca) 

List of Academic Integrity Officers, discipline flowchart, Senate Discipline Committee 

 

What will happen if an allegation of an academic offence is made against you? 
As your instructor, I am required to report every suspected offence. The full process is 

outlined in the Faculty Discipline Flow Chart 
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http://academicintegrity.dal.ca/
http://academicintegrity.dal.ca/
http://www.dal.ca/campus_life/student_services/academic-support/writing-and-study-skills.html%29%C2%A0
http://www.dal.ca/campus_life/student_services/academic-support/writing-and-study-skills.html%29%C2%A0
http://libraries.dal.ca/
http://studentservices.dal.ca/services/advocacy.html
http://senate.dal.ca/


(http://senate.dal.ca/Files/AIO_/AcademicDisciplineProcess_Flowchart_updated_July_2011.p

df) and includes the following: 

• Each Faculty has an Academic Integrity Officer (AIO) who receives allegations from 

instructors 

• Based on the evidence provided, the AIO decides if there is evidence to proceed with the 

allegation and you will be notified of the process 

• If the case proceeds, you will receive a PENDING grade until the matter is resolved 

• If you are found guilty of an offence, a penalty will be assigned ranging from a warning, to 

failure of the assignment or failure of the class, to expulsion from the University. Penalties 

may also include a notation on your transcript that indicates that you have committed an 

academic offence. Updated August 2011. 

 

Course Evaluation  

The final mark of the course will be determined as follows: 

 

Library Information  

Session/Assignment In Class, Date TBA        10% 

Paper Proposal/annotated  

Bibliography   Due in class on February 16th       10% 

Final Research Paper  Due in class on April 6th         35% 

Participation                On-going in class attendance and participation            10% 

Final Exam                  Scheduled by the registrar**                                        35% 

         Total = 100% 

 

Bonus Assignment: We will be setting up a supplemental classes put on by the writing centre to 

help prepare you for your writing assignments. These classes will be held a week before the Paper 

proposal/annotated bibliography is due, as well as a week before the final research paper is due. 

Students can earn up to 4% bonus for attending these classes. 

 

**Please consult the winter exam schedule released by the registrar in February before you make 

any travel plans. 

 

 

Class Schedule 

 

Week 1: A (very) brief introduction to (international) political science 

January 10th, 2017: Evolution and history of the international system 

January 12th, 2017: Actors in world politics, Globalization, Canada and the world 

Assigned Readings: Lamy et al., Chapter 1 & 2 

 

Week 2: Framing issues – concepts and theories in world politics 
January 17th, 2017: Power and Politics (Realism); Process and Cooperation (Liberalism) 

January 19th, 2017: Rejecting Realism and Challenging the Status Quo: Examining Critical 

Theories Through Case Studies 

Assigned Readings: Lamy et al., Chapter 3 
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Week 3: How states act – foreign policy 

 January 24th, 2017: Intro to Foreign Policy 

 January 26th, 2017: Diplomacy and Foreign Policy 

Assigned Readings: Lamy et al., Chapter 4 

 

Week 4: International Organizations and International law 

January 31st, 2017: International Law 

February 2nd, 2017: United Nations, European Union, African Union 

Assigned Readings: Lamy et al., Chapter 5  

 

Week 5: Security and war 

February 7th, 2017: Security and insecurity 

February 9th, 2017: War, and the Weapons of War 

Assigned Readings: Lamy et al., Chapter 6 

 

Week 6: Terrorism 

February 14th, 2017: History of terrorism and Psychology of terrorism 

February 16th, 2017: New developments and Responding to terrorism 

Assigned Readings: Lamy et al., Chapter 6 

** Paper Proposal/annotate Bibliography due in class on February 16th ** 
 

Week 7: No Classes Week of February 20-24, Winter Study Break 

 

Week 8: Human rights, human security, interventionism 

February 28th, 2017: Human Rights and Human Security 

March 2nd, 2017: Humanitarian interventionism 

Assigned Readings: Lamy et al., Chapter 7  

 

Week 9: Peacekeeping and Peacebuilding 

March 7th, 2017: Peacekeeping 

March 9th, 2017: Peacebuilding  

Assigned Readings: Lamy et al., Chapter 7, additional readings posted at later date 

 

Week 10: Trade and Finance 

March 14th, 2017: World trade, Money, and Finance 

March 16th, 2017: Regionalism, Oil, Multinational corporations 

Assigned Readings: Lamy et al., Chapter 8 

 

Week 11. Poverty and Developing States   
March 21st, 2017: “Worlds” in world politics; Poverty, population, and hunger 

March 23rd, 2017: What is development? And who carries out Development? 

Assigned Readings: Lamy et al., Chapter 9 

 

Week 12: Environmental issues 

March 28th, 2017: Environmental interdependence and Collective action 

March 30th, 2017: Climate change and going forward  



Assigned Readings: Lamy et al., Chapter 10 

 

Week 13: Conclusion 
April 4th, 2017: What Have We Learned?  

April 6th, 2017: Where Do We Go from Here?  

Assigned Readings: TBA 

** Final Paper due in class on April 6th ** 

 

** Final Exam is scheduled by the Registrar during the Exam Period from April 12-26 **  
 


